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You’ve Got Talent
Matthew 25:14-30

Believe it or not, you’ve got talent!  The parable Jesus used in this passage talks about three slaves, each 
of whom were entrusted with a certain sum of their master’s gold. The master left, returned some time 
later, and asked for an accounting of what had been given to them. Two of the slaves doubled the money, 
while the third, living in fear, hid his money and gained nothing. In anger, the master took that away from 
him and gave it to the first who had 10 talents.

This parable illustrates two forces that are always at work in our lives: faith and fear. Obviously, the first 
two slaves didn’t lose sight of their mission, though the master was gone a very long time, each worked 
diligently to earn him a return. They were faithful and properly rewarded.  The third, motivated by fear, 
buried what was given to him and likewise, was rewarded in a negative fashion. 

As I read this and meditated on it, I saw something for the first time. I’ve always read this parable with the 
mindset that when the master returned the slaves gave all the gold back to their Master.  But they didn’t!  
Verse 28 says “So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags.”  What they had 
earned, they got to keep along with the initial gold the master had given them!  Then I wondered, what 
would have happened had they failed or lost their master’s gold? If you notice, Scripture doesn’t even 
contemplate a “loss” of the master’s investment in us. When we put it to work there is gain, it’s only when 
we don’t put it to work that we lose!

As a literary tool, many writers of the Bible would purposefully withhold information to add emphasis.  
Jesus never mentioned the possibility of failure when using our God-given talents for the kingdom. When 
we are faithful in using what has been given, there is not failure, nor is there the possibility of failure. The 
opposite is true, there is a guaranteed return on your investment!

We each have been entrusted with talents, our Master’s gold, if you will.  What we do with it is entirely up 
to us – and the decision impacts our reward.  We can walk in faith and reap the benefits, or we can walk 
in fear - the opposite of faith.  In this parable both actions reaped results opposite of each other.

What about you?  Are you walking in faith or in fear?  In this parable Jesus never mentioned the possibility 
of failure!  And the increases in your talents of which you are a steward, you get to keep!  A guaranteed 
return on your investment.  So, get out there, get to work and swing for the fence and see what kind of 
return you can generate.


