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Hebrews 11:23 states “By faith Moses…”.  With the beginning of those words we delve into the life of Moses. 
What an interesting life it was. From birth, his parents knew he was a special child. In God’s great plan He 
would spare Moses from death as an infant and actually train him in all the ways of the Egyptians because he 
was taken by Pharaoh’s daughter as her own son. In fact, Moses was probably in line to be the next Pharaoh 
had he remained in Egypt. He was endowed with all the “wisdom of the Egyptians,” meaning that he excelled 
in every area of life. Though he knew all about Egyptian life, deep down in his soul he knew that he was a 
Hebrew; one of God’s chosen people. 

Moses reached manhood and burning deep inside him was the mission God had planned for him. The 
problem was that Moses wanted to do God’s will his way. That did not work out as Moses had planned. The 
result was that he tried to deliver the Israelites by killing an Egyptian, thinking the Israelites would rally around 
him as their leader, and he would lead them to freedom.  It did not work out that way. In fact, when he was 
found out to be a murderer, he fled to the Midian desert. For the next forty years he would be a shepherd for 
his father-in-law, Jethro. During those forty years of solitude there is no record of communication with God. At 
the age of eighty years, God spoke to Moses from a burning bush revealing his mission for life. After offering 
every excuse he could think of as to why he could not do what God called him to do, Moses yielded himself 
and went to Egypt to be the man God would use to lead Israel to Canaan.

Did Moses rely on all of his prior education and skill to accomplish that tremendous task? No, he simply 
headed to Egypt with a staff in his hand, a resolve in his heart, and his faith in God. Every step of the journey 
and every encounter with a rebellious pagan ruler, required a trust and faith in God to do what He had 
promised. After God destroyed the nation with the ten plagues, the day came for Moses to lead Israel out of 
Egypt.

The next forty years would be filled with adventure and great wonder as Moses relied on his faith and watched 
God part the Red Sea, give manna from heaven, and water from a rock. All this because one man was willing 
to step out by faith and trust God.  May each of us in like fashion trust in our great God and walk by faith. The 

journey is great, but God is greater!


