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Is God Anti-Wealth?
Matthew 27:56-61; Acts 16:13-15; 1 Cor. 10:31

Does the Bible teach God is against Christians having financial wealth? The simplest answer to the above question 
is, no. The preceding question helps us wrestle with how God views financial success. To help us answer this 
question, let’s look at a couple of people from the New Testament.

Joseph of Arimathea (Matt. 27:56-61) by his cultures standards would have certainly been considered wealthy. 
He provided the tomb Jesus was buried in. Since he had a tomb to generously give to Jesus then undoubtedly this 
indicates God used an affluent man to accomplish His kingdom purposes. Another example of God using a well-
to-do person is found in Acts 16:13-15. Lydia was a merchant from the city of Thyatira. She allowed the church to 
use her home as a gathering place. In the first-century only the most upscale citizens had homes large enough for a 
church to meet. Once again we see God using a successful business woman’s wealth for His divine plan. The point 
is clear, God has chosen to use the financial success of many believers as leverage for His own glory (1 Cor. 10:31). 

As a young follower of Christ, who grew up in a middle-lower class family, I developed this antagonistic attitude 
towards wealthy people in my church. I genuinely believed God favored the poor and destitute over rich people. 
After much study, the Scriptures are clear, God uses wealthy and poor people according to His good and perfect 
plan. The problem isn’t money, rather the problem is with sinners who constantly want to worship false idols. The 
problem arises when a person begins to love their money more than they love Jesus (1 Timothy 6:10). 
So is God anti-wealth? This truly is a poor question. God is against anything which would encroach on the 
supremacy of His Son and threaten to steal the affections of our hearts. The final point is clear, if you have a lot of 
money or a little bit of money, use it to make the name of Jesus the most famous name in all the universe. If you are 
not doing this now, repent and start today!

Questions to consider: 

 1.   In what ways do we use our money for our own fame rather than the fame of Jesus? 
 
 2.   Do you find it easier to tithe when you are making more money? Should the amount of a person’s   
 salary determine if they tithe or not?
  
 3.   When was the last time you used your resources (great or small) to maximize God’s glory in your   
 family, church, workplace, or community?


